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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

First-of-Its-Kind "WINGS" Scholarship to Empower Women in
STEM at IIT Bombay, Backed by Tech Couple

Mumbai, September 19, 2025: IIT Bombay's Distinguished Alumnus Bharat Desai and his wife,
Neerja Sethi, have launched a new scholarship initiative that promises to transform the future of
women in STEM. Named WINGS — Women INspiring Growth in STEM — this groundbreaking
initiative marks a bold step in breaking down financial barriers and championing women's
education in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. This scholarship programme has
the power to transform women's education in India by opening doors to opportunity, fostering
leadership and serving as a catalyst that inspires and accelerates the creation of other programmes

with lasting impact.

This first-of-its-kind initiative will offer full tuition support to undergraduate women students in
STEM at IIT Bombay ensuring that economic limitations do not hinder academic ambition. With
plans to cover a significant portion of the female student body, the initiative is designed to inspire
more young women across India to pursue a world-class STEM education. The first cohort will
begin in the 2026-2027 academic year and the programme will encourage students from rural

communities to apply to IIT Bombay.

Prof. Shireesh Kedare, Director of IIT Bombay, emphasized the importance of this scholarship
initiative. “Financial constraints should never determine a student's future. This scholarship
initiative is a commitment to ensuring that talented young women in STEM have the freedom to
pursue their aspirations without limitations. It is a step toward a more equitable and diverse student

community at I[IT Bombay, that will shape the future of science and technology,” he said.

Speaking of the initiative's far-reaching impact, Mr. Bharat Desai shared, “Education is the most
powerful tool for change. By removing financial obstacles, we are unleashing the talent and

determination of young women who will drive the future of innovation and progress in India”.
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About IIT Bombay: The Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, set up in 1958 as the second IIT,
is recognised worldwide as a leader in the field of science and engineering education and research.
The Institute was granted the status of 'Institution of Eminence' by the Ministry of Education (the
then Ministry of Human Resources Development) on July 9, 2018. IIT Bombay is reputed for the
quality of its faculty and the outstanding calibre of students graduating from its undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes. The Institute has 17 academic departments, 31 Centres/ Programmes/
Academic facilities and three schools. Over the last six decades, more than 70,000 engineers and
scientists have graduated from the Institute. It is served by more than 756 faculty members, with
121 women faculty, considered not only amongst the best within the country but also highly
recognised in the world for achievements in the field of education and research. In June 2025, IIT
Bombay was ranked 2nd in India and 129th in the world in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World
University Rankings for 2026. In March 2025, IIT Bombay was ranked 28th in Engineering and
Technology in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings by Subject for 2025.
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