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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

IIT Bombay and Imperial College London launch strategic
partnership in research, innovation and education

Mumbai, September 7, 2026: The Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, India (IIT Bombay) and
the UK’s Imperial College London have launched a strategic partnership across research, innovation

and education.

The agreement begins a new phase of closer collaboration between the two institutions and will

initially prioritise research in clean technology and medical technology.

IIT Bombay is one of Imperial’s top collaborating institutions in India and this new partnership

builds on years of successful joint research projects between Indian and British academics.

The partnership will enable several key initiatives between the universities including joint research

and innovation programmes, academic workshops and student entrepreneurship programmes.

There will also be opportunities for students and researchers to work closely together and undertake
placements and exchanges in London and Mumbai, working on joint projects and sharing

knowledge and data.

The Imperial-IIT Bombay partnership signals the growing collaborations between scientists in the

UK and India.

Last year the countries signed a Free Trade Agreement and announced the new ‘India-UK Vision
2035°, an ambitious and future-focused agreement which will see the two nations deepen

collaboration in areas such as cutting-edge technology and research, building on the Technology
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Security Initiative, focused on future telecoms, Al and critical minerals, laying the ground for future

collaboration on semi-conductors, quantum, bio-technology and advanced materials.

The Imperial-IIT Bombay agreement was celebrated at an event in Mumbai attended by IIT
Bombay’s Director, Professor Shireesh B. Kedare and Imperial’s Director of the School of

Convergence Science, Professor Anthony Bull.

Imperial is ranked second in the world and first in the UK and Europe in the QS World University
Rankings 2027. The new partnership will leverage the expanding activity through Imperial Global

India, which drives high-impact science and technology programmes with partners in India.

Professor Peter Haynes, Provost and Deputy President of Imperial College London, said:
"This new partnership with IIT Bombay builds on Imperial’s longstanding links with India and
strengthens a relationship that already includes significant peer-to-peer collaborations. It reflects
Imperial’s strong commitment to collaboration with leading institutions around the world, bringing
together complementary expertise to address shared challenges. By working side by side with
colleagues at IIT Bombay, we will accelerate research and innovation with the potential to make a
real difference to people’s lives in India, the UK and beyond. In doing so, we are also proud to play
our part in strengthening the deep and growing partnership between the UK and India in science

and technology”

Professor Shireesh B. Kedare, Director of IIT Bombay, said: “This strategic partnership with
Imperial College London marks an important step in strengthening the longstanding ties between
IIT Bombay and Imperial. By bringing together our complementary strengths in research,
innovation and education, we aim to address some of the most pressing challenges of our time,

particularly in areas such as clean technology and medical technology. We look forward to creating
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meaningful opportunities for our students, researchers and innovators to work together and

translate knowledge and research into solutions with global impact.”

Joint research projects

Research teams from IIT Bombay and Imperial are already collaborating on dozens of research

projects including water management, energy security, disease modelling and climate science.

One project, led by Dr Angela Kedgley (Imperial) and Dr Darshan S. Shah (IIT Bombay) brought
researchers together to improve the accuracy of remote monitoring of upper limb movements for
potential applications in diagnostics and physiotherapy and rehabilitation. The research could help
develop cheaper and more accessible tools to improve care of patients with neuromusculoskeletal

conditions of the arm.

Experts from Imperial, [IT Bombay and industry partners also came together to support data-driven
power sector reforms in India. The team, led by Dr Mirabelle Muiils (Imperial) and Professor
Suryanarayana Doolla (IIT Bombay) facilitated structured dialogue on the potential for demand

flexibility to enhance grid resilience, decarbonisation, and affordability.

Another research project is harnessing quantum computing and biotechnology to help farmers grow
stronger crops that are more resilient to climate change. The project is led by Dr Po-Heng Lee

(Imperial) and Dr Indrajit Chakraborty (II'T Bombay).

This year 170 students from IIT Bombay also signed up to Imperial Enterprise Lab’s Global
Challenge Lab — a platform to build a startup idea from scratch, mentored by global industry

experts.
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Strengthening UK-India links

Last year Imperial launched Imperial Global India to drive high-impact science and technology
programmes with academic, industrial and innovation partners, nurture a two-way flow of STEMB
talent between the UK and India and support Imperial’s growing Indian alumni network. The liaison
office in India's tech capital Bengaluru creates a powerful hub and communications channel for

Imperial to build on this strong foundation of collaboration.

ENDS

For more information, please contact:
Stephen Johns

International Communications Manager
Imperial College London

s.johns@imperial.ac.uk
+44 (0) 20 7594 9531

About Imperial College London

We are Imperial — a world-leading university for science, technology, engineering, medicine and

business (STEMB), where scientific imagination leads to world-changing impact.

As a global top ten university in London, we use science to try to understand more of the universe
and improve the lives of more people in it. Across our nine campuses and throughout our Imperial
Global network, our 22,000 students, 8,000 staff, and partners work together on scientific discovery,
innovation and entrepreneurship. Their work navigates some of the world’s toughest challenges in

global health, climate change, Al, business leadership and more.
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Founded in 1907, Imperial’s future builds on a distinguished past, having pioneered penicillin,
holography and fibre optics. Today, Imperial combines exceptional teaching, world-class facilities

and a habit of interdisciplinary practice to unlock scientific imagination.
About IIT Bombay:

The Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, set up in 1958 as the second IIT, is recognised
worldwide as a leader in the field of science and engineering education and research. The Institute
was granted the status of ‘Institution of Eminence’ by the Ministry of Education (the then Ministry
of Human Resources Development) on July 9, 2018. IIT Bombay is reputed for the quality of its
faculty, cutting-edge research, industry relations, and the outstanding caliber of students graduating
from its undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The Institute has 40 Academics Divisions, 29
Research Centres and 9 Section 8 Companies. Over the last six decades, more than 75,000
engineers and scientists have graduated from the Institute. It is served by 770 faculty, including 121
women faculty (plus 241 part-time faculty), considered not only amongst the best within the country
but also highly recognised in the world for achievements in the field of education and research. On
June 18, 2026, IIT Bombay was ranked 2nd in India and 134th in the world in the Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS) World University Rankings for 2027.
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About IIT Bombay:

The Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, set up in 1958 as the second IIT, is recognised
worldwide as a leader in the field of science and engineering education and research. The Institute
was granted the status of 'Institution of Eminence' by the Ministry of Education (the then Ministry
of Human Resources Development) on July 9, 2018. IIT Bombay is reputed for the quality of its
faculty, cutting edge research, industry relations and the outstanding calibre of students graduating
from its undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The Institute has 17 academic departments,
35 other academic entities (Centres/ Programmes/ Academic facilities/ Hubs/ Externally funded
centres and Labs) and three schools. Over the last six decades, more than 75,000 engineers and
scientists have graduated from the Institute. It is served by 751 faculty members and about 150
visiting and part-time faculty considered not only amongst the best within the country but also
highly recognised in the world for achievements in the field of education and research. On June 19,
2025, IIT Bombay was ranked 2nd in India and 129th in the world in the Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) World University Rankings for 2026. On March 12, 2025, IIT Bombay was ranked 28th in
Engineering and Technology in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings by
Subject for 2025.
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