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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Workshop on Skills and Tools for Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP)
Conducted at CTARA, IIT Bombay

Mumbai | May 27, 2025: PRAYOG, Centre for Technology Alternatives for Rural Areas (CTARA),
IIT Bombay conducted a two-day workshop on "Skills and Tools required for participatory Gram 
Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) by elected representatives" on 19 and 20 May, 2025. 

Prof. Bakul Rao and the team at PRAYOG guided participants through various aspects of effective 
planning at the grassroots level. The workshop saw an enthusiastic participation of elected 
representatives from three villages in Kolhapur district. Participants included three Sarpanches 
along with Gram Panchayat members from Devthane, Pimpale Tarf Thane and Majgaon villages.

The primary objective of the workshop was to raise awareness and sensitise the elected 
representatives towards the Gram Panchayat Development Plan in a participatory manner. The 
elected representatives actively participated in the workshop and engaged in collaborative learning 
of skills and tools such as local resource assessment, GIS, data management and data visualisation 
for effective proposal writing, tendering, understanding the Gram Panchayat’s powers, authority and
responsibilities through Schedule 11, Article 243 G of the Constitution.

The elected representatives appreciated the relevance of the training, acknowledging the critical 
skills and tools required for aligning development efforts with community-specific priorities. The 
initiative marked a significant first step toward empowering local governance and strengthening 
participatory planning at the village level.

About IIT Bombay

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, set up in 1958 as the second IIT, is recognised worldwide 
as a leader in the field of science and engineering education and research. The Institute was granted 
the status of 'Institution of Eminence' by the Ministry of Education (the then Ministry of Human 
Resources Development) on July 9, 2018. IIT Bombay is reputed for the quality of its faculty, 
cutting edge research, industry relations and the outstanding calibre of students graduating from its 
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The Institute has 17 academic departments, 39 other 
academic entities (Centres/ Programmes/ Academic facilities/ Hubs/ Externally funded centres and 
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Labs) and three schools. Over the last six decades, more than 75,000 engineers and scientists have 
graduated from the Institute. It is served by 744 faculty members and about 150 visiting and part-
time faculty considered not only amongst the best within the country but also highly recognised in 
the world for achievements in the field of education and research. On March 12, 2025, the 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) in their ranking by Subject has ranked IIT Bombay 2nd in India and 
28th globally in Engineering and Technology. For the first time, IIT Bombay was ranked 118th 
globally, thus securing our position in the top 125 universities in the QS World University Ranking 
2025.
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