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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

National Bird Day 2026 celebration at IIT Bombay

Mumbai | January 5, 2026: National Bird Day 2026 was celebrated at IIT Bombay on 5th January 
2026, marking the culmination of ‘Bird Watching Month’ organised by the Biodiversity Lab, Office 
of the Dean IPS, IIT Bombay.

The day began with the inauguration of the ‘Bird Map of IIT Bombay’ at Soneri Baug by Prof. 
Shireesh Kedare, Director, IIT Bombay in the presence of Prof. Milind Atrey, Deputy Director 
(ART), Prof. Ravindra Gudi, Deputy Director (FIA), Prof. P. Vedagiri, Dean (IPS) and Prof. Prakash
Nanthagopalan, Associate Dean (EHS). The map, designed by Pitta Labs, showcases the rich avian 
diversity of the campus.

The programme featured engaging activities for school students, including a bird origami workshop 
by Origami Mitra and a bird introduction workshop conducted by campus resident Ms. Megha 
Gupta. A guided bird walk led by the Guest of Honour, Mr. Adesh Shivkar, offered participants an 
immersive experience of the campus birdlife.

The formal event featured a guest talk by the Chief Guest, Dr. Sumiti Saharan, Neuroscientist and 
Regional Coordinator, Bird Count India. Prof. Rajesh Patkar, Lead, Biodiversity Lab, outlined the 
vision and mission of the Biodiversity Lab. Prof. Kedare interacted particularly with the school 
children, encouraging values of conservation and sustainability in young minds. Prof. 
Nanthagopalan highlighted that the IIT Bombay campus alone is home to almost 20% of the total 
bird species recorded in India. Prof. Vedagiri drew an insightful correlation between 
thermodynamics and bird migration. Dr. Saharan emphasised that bird watching is an activity open 
to people of all ages and that becoming a birder simply requires curiosity and patience.

The addresses were followed by a prize distribution ceremony for competitions conducted in two 
categories, namely Bird Photography and Essay/Creative Writing on bird experiences. Entries from 
three sub-categories—school students, IIT Bombay students, and campus residents—were evaluated
by a competent screening committee and further vetted by the Guest of Honour. Supported by the 
Offices of the Dean IPS and Facility Management, the event brought together students, faculty, staff
and campus residents in a shared celebration of biodiversity and the rich birdlife of IIT Bombay.

About IIT Bombay

The Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, set up in 1958 as the second IIT, is recognised 
worldwide as a leader in the field of science and engineering education and research. The Institute 
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was granted the status of 'Institution of Eminence' by the Ministry of Education (the then Ministry 
of Human Resources Development) on July 9, 2018. IIT Bombay is reputed for the quality of its 
faculty, cutting-edge research, industry relations, and the outstanding caliber of students graduating 
from its undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The Institute has 17 academic departments, 
64 other academic entities (Centres/ Programmes/ Academic facilities/ Hubs/ Externally funded 
centres and Labs), and three schools. Over the last six decades, more than 75,000 engineers and 
scientists have graduated from the Institute. It is served by 756 faculty members, with 121 women 
faculty, and about 150 visiting and part-time faculty, considered not only amongst the best within 
the country but also highly recognised in the world for achievements in the field of education and 
research. On June 19, 2025, IIT Bombay was ranked 2nd in India and 129th in the world in the 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings for 2026.
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